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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


«?^&$*n-  E_D^STAT  E  S 
OP  A GRICULTUR E" — 


Housekeepers'  Chat 


Tuesday,  Febniarv  10,  1931. 


Subject:  "Finishing  a  Hard  Wood  Floor".      Information  fro-  the 
Bureau  of  Hone  Economics,  U.  S.D.A. 

Bulletin-   available:     "Floors  and  Floor  Coverings". 


Sone  of  the  questions  that  have  been  bobbins  ut^  in  n~  rail  latelv 
and  that  I  propose  to  try  to  answer  this  morning  take  Vnerory  H  to 
that  unusual  midwinter  warn  spell  a  couple  of  wfeks  ago. 

On  one  of  those  glorious,  golden  mornings  I  stood  in  t^e  bow 

:Sd°W'Theefco?feeh:ef  Cf\S  °f  to  ^  **  -ul  anY^^ythinTbut 

good.     Ihe  coffee  percolator  was  snorting  off  some  solidly  satisfying 

counterpoint  to  the  song  of  the  canaries  in  the  Householdtoing  Sy^hony. 

breakfast  ana  *Zt\l* ******  ^  °^  °f  tune'    Ke  was  late  -etti^  ^vm  to 
head  cold    h    i  ?2?  ,      ,ld  C°ne  buci^ling  in  with  his  annual  late  January 
head  cold,  ne  lifted  a  languid  hand  to  stave  off  any  peppy  morning  greeting. 

hear  the  ca^i'/^  ^0wled>  "  1  se^  ««>  beautiful  sunshine.  I 

hope    bv  S       thl    ^  *iV°  to5t  th6ir  "ttle  breasts.  I 

Ort  of  Lv      2?'       ^  h°Pe  there  is  a  totai  ecliPSG  of  the  wondrsms 

Orb  of  Da^.     Because  when  the  sun  shines  like  this  on  one  of  these  rare 

yc£  iZZltZ^Vl^  *  Wir*  °f  fresh  -al  and  new  digger  x  n 

my    superb  *?J  I  tZ^l  ^  j?*8  ™^  was  a  deep  draught  of 

h(s  SrlordiLL    »^      nyS6lf'  C°ffee'  and  a  few  words  of  battery  on 
steer^Km  TentlvTn  1?  of  floor  wax.     So  I 

on  Soors  anf  fill,      the.table'  awhile  opening  the  old  standby  bulletin 
floors  and  floor  coverings  to  the  page  giving  the  formula  for  floor  wax. 

metabolism  X-TWl^         ****  **U  *  *'  MS 

Let  me  read'v^L? f^'/0?  |?ow'  ^'re  ?r°^  of  those  waxed  floors, 
letin  1219  F  thJ T  ^J*0*  aU  their  S°°d  gualitiea.    Remember  Bul- 
letin 1219-F  tnat  has  the  formula  for  our  wax  that  you  make  like  nobody  else? 


""TTaxing  preserves  the  natural  color  of  the  Wood,  "brings  out  the 
"beauty  of  the  grain  and  is  easily  revived  and  renewed.     Given  the  proper 
care,  waxed  floors  improve  tfith  age,  even  under  hard  usage.     In  some  of 
the  European  palaces,  for  instance,  floors  that  have  "been  polished  for 
centuries  with  nothing  hut  wax  arc  still  "bright  and  "beautiful  in  color 
though  now  worn  thin  "by  use. 

Uncle  Ehenezer  stopped  ne.  "Aunt  Sammy,  your  faith  in  "bulletins  is 
subline.       It  also  is  a  little  touching.      You  remind  ne  of  the  Utah  cow- 
boy who  took  the  Civil  Service  examination,   sone  years  ago,  for  forest 
ranger.     One  of  the  questions  was    How  are  the  national  Forests  created?" 
That  one  was  easy  for  the  cowboy.    He  wrote,    'The  National  Forests  were 
created  "by  the  Almighty  and  later  enlarged  "by  Theodore  Roosevelt.  1 

"Now  you  "believe  just  as  completely  and  purblindly  in  "bulletins  as 
the  cowboy  believed  in  the  superhuman  powers  of  the  great  President.  That 
"bulletin  is  all  right  as  far  as  it  goes.    3ut  it  doesn't  mention  or  even 
hint  at  the  price  in  human  misery  paid  -""or  those  "bright  and  "beautiful  hard- 
wood floors,  polished  "by  centuries  of  patient,  downtrodden  human  "beings, 
husbands  or  "better." 

"G-o  on,  Ehenezer,  "I  murmured,  "Get  it  out  of  your  system. 
I  agree  with  Bishop  3erkeley  that  there  is  no  pain  like  the  pain  of  an  un- 
delivered speech." 

So  he  did  his  usual  quota  of  protesting  forcefully  against  the  in- 
evitable, and  gave  in,  like  the  gallant  gentleman  he  is,  quite  gracefully 
at  the  last.      He  agreed  to  get  the  ingredients  for  the  homemade  floor  wax 
given  in  Bulletin  1219-F's  Formula,  to  make  the  wax,  and  to  apply  it 
Saturday. 

And  that,  after  this  long,  rambling  preliminary  is  done,  is  the 
topic  of  a  good  many  questions,  as  I  said  in  the  beginni  rg,  that  "boh  up 
these  late  winter  days  in  my  mail  —  care  of  the  hardwood  floor.  Suppose 
I  read  some  of  the  typical  questions  and  answer  them.    Prohahly  others  of 
you  than  the  inquirers  also  want  to  have  the  information. 

I  think  I  should  start  with  this  query  —  "T7e  have  just  finished 
waxing  a  new  hardwood  floor,  and  we  put  on  plenty  of  wax,  but  we  are  not 
satisfied  with  the  results.    Tell  us  how  to  do  it  successfully." 

My  guess  would  "be  that  the  dissatisfaction  comes  from  that  putting  on 
'plenty  of  wax'.     Success  in  waxing  floors  lies  in  applying  the  wax  in  thin 
coats  and  rubbing  it  a  great  deal.     One  pound  of  wax  will  coat  about  250 
square  feet  of  floor.    Put  the  wax  on  a  new  floor  only  after  the  preliminary 
coats  of  filler  or  varnish  are  thoroughly  dry.        Rub  on  the  wax  with  an  old 
woolen  cloth,  a  piece  of  old  carpet,  or  a  brush.    Let  it  harden  overnight. 
IText  morning  do  the  polishing.    3e  sure  to  polish  lengthwise  of  the  grain. 
Use  a  weighted  brush  or  a  heavy  "block  wrapped  in  woolen  cloth,  "burlap,  or 
old  carpet.     Then  put  on  a  second  coat  and  rub  it  down  in  the  same  way  as 
the  first.    Perhaps  a  third  coat  will  be  necessary.    Perhaps  not. 

But  most  of  you  ask  not  about  waxing  a  new  floor,  but  about  the  care 
of  waxed  floors.    A  question  that  often  comes  to  me  is  "  «hy  does  the  wax 
on  my  floors  seem  to  soften  and  wear  quickly?" 
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•       "  *  Offcourse,   I  can't  say  absOluetly,  "but  my  diagnosis  "based  on  that 
synpton  is  that  the  inquirer  has  been  using  an  oil  mop  on  her  waxed  floors. 
Sweep  then  with  a  soft  brush  or  nop  entirely  free  fron  oil  .    Oil  softens 
wax.    Never  use  it  on  waxed  floor's  in  any  way; 

"But  then, "I  an  asked  by  the  young  bride  who  has  decided  that 
Love  is  Enough  and  who  is  learning  housekeeping  "by  the  trial  and  error 
method,  "But  then,  how  do  you  keep  waxed  floors  in  the  style  to  which  they 
are  accustoned?    Brushing  alone  won't  do  the  job." 

To  which  I  reply  that  the  you n~  bride  is  right.    Besides  the  daily 
brushing  —  not  by  an  oiled  mop  —  a  weekly  cleaning  of  a  more  thorough 
sort  is  needed.    You  can  use  a  rag  wrung  out  of  warm,   soapy  water.    But  I 
advise  that  you  use  a  rag  noistened  with  turpentine  or  gasoline.    Water,  as 
you  all  know,  dulls  and  whitens  a  waxed  floor.    You  can  restore  the  color 
and  lustre  by  polishing,  but  why  fritter  away  your  nervous  energy  on  that 
if  you  can  avoid  it?      And  you  can  by  using  the  gasoline  or  turpentine  method. 
Either  liquid  dissolves  the  film  of  dirty  wax  and  leaves  the  surface  bright, 

I  don't  want  you  to  think  that  I  think  you  are  an  ignoramus,  but  I 
must  warn  you  that  both  gasoline  and  turpentine  generate  fumes  that  are  very 
bad  actors  in  combination  with  flame  .    If  you  use  open  gas  heaters,  for 
goodness  same,  turn  them  off  before  you  begin  this  floor  cleaning  process. 
Also  keep  gasoline  and  turpentine  in  tightly  corked  bottles  and  pour  a 
little  on  the  floor  cleaning  cloth  as  needed. 

There  is  the  problem,  of  course,  of  keeping  a  good  finish  on  parts  af 
the  waxed  floor  that  have  the  hardest  wear.    Refinish  them  with  a  thin  coat- 
ing «f  wax  and  then  polish  once  a  month,  or  as  often  as  you  find  it  necess- 
ary.   And  every  third  or  fourth  month,  after  cleaning,  you  might  give_  the 
entire  floor  a  very  thin  coat  of  wax  and  polish  it-  with  a  weighted  brush  or 
woolen  cloth.      Be  careful  not  to  putoon  too  muc1n  w&x.    That's  a  common  mis- 
take, as  I  indicated  in  talking  over  the  waxing  of  a  new  floor  for  the  first 
time.     Surplus  wax,  if  you  are  too  literal  in  your  application,  will  simply 
lie  on  the  surface  in  a  soft  coat  that  collects  dust  and  is  easily  marred. 

The  clock  is  speeding,  but  I  do  want  to  answer  a  fourth  question  that 
often  comes  to  me.    "How  do  you  remove  ink  or  iron  rust  stains  from  a  waxed 
floor?" 

Bleach  them  out  with  a  solution  made  by  dissolving  1  teaspoon  of 
Oxalic ;  (spelled  o-x-a-l-i-c)  acid  in  1  cup  of  hot  water.    This  liquid  is 
poisonous.      Handle  it  carefully.     Spread  it  on  the  spot.     Let  stand  over- 
night.    In  the  morning  remove  all  traces  of  the  acid  and  let  the  spot  dry. 
Then  rewax  and  polish  the  spot.    By  the  way,  white  spots  made  by  water  will 
generally  disappear  if  rubbed  with  a  woolen  cloth  or  weighted  brush.  If 
necessary  apply  a  little  wax. 

Now,   in  despite  of  Uncle  Ebenezer's  comment  to  me  on  my  simple ,  child- 
like faith  in  bulletins,   I  recommend  to  you  that  Bulletin  1219-E.       Its  title 
is  "Floors  and  Eloor  Coverings."        From    it  I  learned  all  that  I  have  told 
you  today  in  answer  to  these  common  questions  on  care  of  the  waxed  floor. 
Erom  it  came  the  formula  for  the  home-made  wax  that  Ebenezer  makes  so  well. 
It  also  is  a  treasuretrove  of  information  on  application  and  care  of  other 
types  of  floor  finish  and  on  selecting,  laying,  and  caring  for  floor  cover- 
ings.   Ask  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1219-F.    "Floors  and  Floor  Coverings." 


Tomorrow:      "Bobby's  Milk  Quota". 
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